
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Geographical Literature and Maps 297 

and considers many different topics, devoting a large share of attention to 
agriculture, to old and new farm methods, commerce, industrial and railroad 
foundation, to Oriental trade, irrigation and drainage, waterways and the rail- 
road. While it is written sometimes in a pessimistic tone, it is in reality an 
optimistic book. It is written from a large viewpoint and with a long look 
ahead. It shows that the author has read widely and is more than interested 
in the larger problems that face the country, of which his own special section is 
only a small part. The book is geographic in tone in that the author pays a 
good deal of attention to the relation between human conditions and the physical 
conditions which have influenced or controlled them. The book has been very 
clearly written, the style is pleasing, and while statistics are used freely they 
are used in such a way that the general reader is not embarrassed by them. 
The book deserves to be read by all who are interested in the promotion of the 
industries of their country or the conservation of its natural resources. 

Richard E. Dodge. 

SOUTH AMERICA 
[Follovrin^ the Conquistadores] Along the Andes and Down the 
Amazon. By H. J. Mozans. With an Introduction by Colonel Theodore 
Roosevelt, xx and 542 pp. Map,* ills., bibliogr. , index. D. Appleton & Co., 
New York. 1911. 9x6^. 
An earlier volume by this author is entitled "Following the Conquistadores 
Up the Orinoco and dov/n the Magdalena."^ It is a little difficult to find two 
other volumes on South America so replete with historical allusions and so 
thoughtfully written. History is the main theme; the author's journeys and ex- 
periences are always subordinated to the story of the great Conquistadores. 
The opening chapters relate to Panama, La Paz, Cuzco, and southern Peru. 
The most important parts of the book are found in chapters 16 to 24, inclusive, 
where the author is in newer territory. His descriptions of travel conditions 
are subordinated to serious geographical and archaeological considerations, and 
we are made to realize the difficulties of the Conquistadores, whose steps the 
author follows in his journey across South America. The three chapters of 
greatest interest are 19, 23, and 24; the two last, entitled "Romance of the 
Amazon" and "Sailing Under the Line," are among the most attractive ever 
written describing the great river of northern Brazil. 

In a number of places explanations of physical phenomena are unfortunately 
weak; as for instance, the explanation of the arid west coast of Peru, where the 
Humboldt Current is made to collect moisture from the overlying air and thus 
in some way give rise to arid conditions on the land. The Humboldt Cur- 
rent is indeed related to the aridity of the west coast of South America but not 
in so simple a manner as this. The implication on page ii6 that Peru has 
been thoroughly surveyed and the statement on page 498 that the fall of the 
Amazon for the last 2,000 miles of its course is but little more than an inch to 
the mile are illustrations of a tendency to incorrect generalization. 

We have also to object to the statement on page 526 that the author has 
^'proved that one may traverse even the wildest and least populated parts of 
South America with comparative ease and comfort." It will strike many with 
surprise to find this statement in a book so excellent in other respects. As a mat- 
ter of fact, the author was almost continually in touch with human habitations, 

* Listed under " Peru-Brazil, etc." on p. 317. 
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a fairly good native food supply, and at Iquitos was able to secure an oceati 
steamer for four-fifths of the journey across "one of the wildest" ( ?) parts of 
South America. If we use this term for the route from Truxillo to Iquitos and 
Para, what resources of language are left to describe the travel conditions in the 
really difficult sections of the Amazon Valley, the Andes Mountains, etc., where 
food supplies are wanting and population either absent or hostile? 

On the other hand, it is not desired to obscure in the slightest degree the 
really great value of the book to all students of South America. We have 
rarely seen so delightful a blend of geography and history as these pages ex- 
hibit. The book clearly illustrates how much more illuminating an historical 
presentation becomes (especially when it deals with wide spaces) if the author 
takes the trouble to visit the field and gather first-hand impressions of climate, 
relief, vegetation, etc., and thus reconstruct in their proper geographic environ- 
ment the schemes of a past age. Judging the work from this standpoint, it is 
one of a very small class of books containing real contributions to the interpre- 
tation of historical events determined in part by geographic conditions. On the 
whole, it has been remarkably well done, and like Dr. Mozans' earlier book on 
the Orinoco, it forms one of the most substantial contributions to Latin- 
American literature of the past quarter-century. Isaiah Bowman. 

A Search for the Apex of America. High Mountain Climbing in Peru 
and Bolivia, including the Conquest of Huascaran. With Some Observations 
on the Country and People Below. By Annie S. Peck, xviii and 370 pp. 
Map.* ills. Dodd, Mead & Co., New York. 1911. S3. 50. 9x6. 
The expanded title covers the story of this book. When so definite a task as 
the ascent of a mountain is the all-absorbing goal of one's ambition, it is un- 
fortunate that the public must read, in order to get a first-hand account of the 
undertakings, so much of journeys, visits and conditions of life which form the 
incidental features. Fifteen out of the twenty-seven chapters of Miss Peck's 
book are of this character. Chapters V and VI, which give an account of the 
attempt to ascend Mount Illampu (Sorata), Chapter VIII, Arequipa and EI 
Miste, Chapter XIII, another trial of Illampu, Chapters XV, XVI, XIX, XX, 
XXV, and XXVI with the various records of Huascaran, and Chapter XXIII, 
the account of the ascent of a smaller peak, comprise the entire account of the 
mountain work of the author in South America. The various expeditions were 
made under the most trying circumstances, and great persistence was shown by 
Miss Peck in pushing her expeditions through to so complete a climax. In the first 
place, at no time did she have enough money for the work, and one can sympa- 
thize with her as, when speaking of the expedition sent from Paris to Peru to 
secure the altitude of Huascaran, she writes that "$i3,c»o seems a large sum to 
spend for the triangulation of a single mountain which it cost but $3,000 to 
climb. With $1,000 more for my expedition, I should have been able with an 
assistant to triangulate the peak myself." Then the native porters always 
failed her at the crucial moments, but as this is usual such a failure can be 
guarded against provided the money is at hand. Again, the companions in- 
sisted on dictating the course of the party while on the mountains and Miss 
Peck was not able really to command any of her expeditions. The book is 
illustrated by many pictures, covering all phases of her itinerary. 

R. M. Brown. 

♦Listed under "Peru-Bolivia, etc." on p. 317. 



